Impairment of cardiovascular autonomic reflexes in multiple symmetric lipomatosis.
Cardiovascular autonomic reflexes were evaluated in 13 male subjects affected by Multiple Symmetric Lipomatosis (MSL) and the results were compared with those obtained in 13 age-matched male controls and in 16 male heavy drinkers matched with the MSL group for age and alcohol intake. Valsalva Manoeuvre (VR), Heart Rate variations on Deep Breathing (DB) and R-R intervals 30/15 ratio during Lying-to-Standing (LS) (tilting), were used as primarily parasympathetic tests. As primarily sympathetic tests, we assessed the increment of diastolic blood pressure in Sustained Handgrip (SHG) and the fall of systolic blood pressure on standing (Postural Hypotension = PH). Mean values of VR and DB were significantly (P less than 0.001) lower in MSL subjects than in controls and heavy drinkers. Mean LS values were significantly lower in MSL subjects (P less than 0.001) and in heavy drinkers (P less than 0.01) in relation to controls. No significant differences were observed in the 3 groups of subjects regarding the mean values of PH and SHG. The results suggest that MSL is characterized by an impairment of autonomic function. This impairment seems to be prevalently parasympathetic and not related to a high alcohol intake.